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in blood to the supposed common ancestor. The family idea,
too, made artificial ties nearly as strong as natural in the;
ancient Irish household. The foster child was as much
loved as the child by parentage, the godson as" the son by
blood, these usages, too, seeming odious to Tudor lawyer^ -
who could not ascend to their true sources.                     ^
The primitive Church in Ireland, as in other countries, w^s"
largely moulded on the type of existing society.   The Medieval
Church in nine-tenths of Europe "reared its mitred front";in "
feudal Assemblies; it had its Sovereign Bishops in Germany}*,
in England its Anselms, Beckets, and Huberts; its Bishops of
Toulouse and Toledo in France and Spain.   The ancient Irish
Church was fashioned on the tribal system; the Bishops seem ,
to have been as numerous as were the lesser tribes; they were,
in some measure, perhaps, appointed by the chiefs; they were
very often selected from chieftains' families.   The Irish Church,
too, like Ireland, was far away from Rome; in its usages and
ritual, perhaps in its sacramental doctrines, it differed widely
from that Imperial Church which aspired to supremacy through-
out Christendom.    In the observance of Easter, in the garb of
its priesthood, in the arrangements about tithe, in its spiritual life,
it was regarded as almost schismatic at Rome, a thing external
to the true Roman communion.  It was severely condemned by
orthodox servants of ambitious pontiffs as rude and barbarous',
as constructed  upon a bad pattern,  as full of enormities
of many kinds;   and probably its  organisation was weak,
its discipline somewhat lax and imperfect, its influence less
than it ought to have been in a land torn by perennial dis-
cords.    Its greatness is most apparent in its heroic missions;
yet it had a zealous and numerous priesthood at home; and
theological hatred was in excess, when St Bernard described
the ancient Irish Church as " a society that had little hold on a
people disorderly in worship, impious in creed, Christians in
name, pagans indeed."   In one respect, however, this Church